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What Do We Know about Democratization? 
Lessons from History

Daniel Ziblatt

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 
5 p.m., Room A 300

What lessons can be drawn from Europe‘s historical process of democra-
tization?  In an age when democratic reversals, backsliding, and compe-
titive authoritarianism are rampant among new democracies, taking a 
„long-run“ view of democracy‘s own long-run history in today‘s stable 
democracies provides insight into the determinants of settled and un-
settled paths of democracy more generally. Presenting the findings of a 
research project in progress, Daniel Ziblatt will discuss how the difficul-
ties of Germany‘s own democratization (1871 onwards) might shed new 
light on one of the most pressing issues facing new democracies today: 
the intersection and potentially disruptive effects of economic inequa-
lity on the institutionalization of political equality.

Daniel Ziblatt is the Paul Sack Associate Professor of Political Economy 
in the department of government at Harvard University. He is current-
ly writing a book entitled Conservative Political Parties and the Birth 
of Modern Democracy in Europe, 1848-1950, that offers a new inter-
pretation of the historical democratization of Europe. Ziblatt is on the 
editorial board of the journal German Politics and Society, and has held 
visiting positions in Berlin, Konstanz, and Cologne.

Moderated by Wolfgang Merkel, Director of the WZB Research Unit 
„Democracy: Structures, Performance, Challenges“.

The WZB provides child care during the lecture. If you are interested, please 
respond by May 5, 2010, indicating the number of children and their age.

To register, please reply by May 14, 2010, to Marie Unger: marie.unger@wzb.eu, 
fax: 030/25491-680.
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