
  
 

 

Call for Applications: Summer School “Good Work in Academia: Per-

spectives from Academics, Politics and Society” 

What do we actually mean when we refer to “good work” in an academic context? Is 

good academic work an enlightened stronghold against fake-fact-populism? We experi-

ence an unprecedented rise of the value of academic knowledge in public debate and 

policy-making. At the same time, young scholars are frequently confronted with pre-

carious working conditions within an increasingly standardized academic system.  

This is why the Doctoral Program “Good Work”, funded by the Berlin Social Science Cen-

ter (Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung, WZB) and the Hans Böckler-

Foundation, addresses the following questions in its summer school “Good Work in Ac-

ademia: Perspectives from Academics, Politics and Society” from May 28-June 1, 

2018 at the WZB in Berlin/Germany:   

 

1) The process of good academic work: what does good academic work actually 

imply? 

This part of the summer school investigates the notion of good academic work from an 

academic perspective. The workshops will focus on the role of mixed methods for good 

academic work. Participants can reflect on how to best address the issue of “causality” 

from a quantitative, qualitative and an integrative methodological perspective. The ses-

sions conclude with a plenary discussion on the standards for good academic work: Does 

it have to be interdisciplinary, using multiple methods, publishable in refereed academ-

ic journals? The program will be complemented by lectures on the reputation building 

in academia and on funding opportunities for young scholars. 

 

2) The conditions of good academic work: what do scholars need for working well 

academically? 

This part of the summer school addresses which concepts and ideas of “good work” in 

academia appear in the discussion of higher education and science policy. Following a 

lecture on the funding of science in Germany in an international comparative perspec-

tive, the workshops critically reflect the various challenges that researchers in Germa-

ny are facing such as legal and contractual constraints or the role of equal opportuni-

ties. Participants are requested to analyze the current situation and develop recommen-

dations. The concluding plenary discussion analyzes how good academic work can be 

designed regarding career planning and development. 

 



  
 

 

 

3) The impact of good academic work: how and where can scholars share their 

knowledge with the public? 

This part of the summer school aims at analyzing the notion of good academic work 

from a societal perspective. To which extent is a societal impact of academic work nor-

matively desirable and empirically measurable? What is “good” academic work from a 

practitioner’s perspective? The workshops will investigate various means to “make your 

academic work count”, such as promoting research topics in the press and media or how 

to write policy papers based on research findings. The concluding plenary discussion 

reflects on forms of communication and dialogue between scientists and citizens.  

 

Language 

The summer school will mostly be held in German language. Selected events will take 

place in English language.  

Eligibility 

The summer school addresses PhD students at any stage of their project as well as early 

career PostDocs who have very good English and German language skills.  

Costs 

Participation is free of charge. Selected participants can request a contribution towards 

their travel expenses of up to 50%.  

Application 

Scholars who would like to participate should email the following documents as one 

single PDF file to Kolleg.GuteArbeit@wzb.eu no later than 31 March 2018: 

 CV 

 Short cover letter (max. 1,5 pages) 

o explaining the motivation to participate in the summer school 

o providing information on the topic, the discipline, the methodological ap-

proach and the stage of the PhD or PostDoc project they are currently 

working on 

Applicants will be informed about the selection results no later than 10 April 2018.  

Childcare can be provided upon request.  

For further information please consult www.wzb.eu/gute-arbeit regularly.  



Preliminary Program, Summer School, 28.05.-01.06.2018 
“Good work in Academia: Perspectives from Academics, Politics and Society“ 
 
28.05.2018 Introduction Day (Starting at 17:30) 
  

Welcome and Keynote “Current challenges for good academic work” (working title) 
 Prof. Dr. h.c. Jutta Allmendinger, Ph.D., President WZB 
  
Panel discussion “What is good work in academia? Perspectives from 

academics, politics and society”  
 
Prof. Dr. h.c. Jutta Allmendinger Ph.D., President WZB 
Prof. Dr. Tanja A. Börzel, FU Berlin, ERC Panel Chair     
Prof. Dr. Jule Specht, HU Berlin, Speaker of Die Junge Akademie 

Dr. Andreas Keller, Vice-Chairman of the GEW  
 
Moderation: Dr. Carina Sprungk, WZB 

  
 Barbecue in the yard of the WZB 
  
 29. + 30.05.2018 The Process of Good Academic Work  
  
Keynote Speech 
 

Causality in mixed methods research (working title) 
Prof. Dr. Udo Kelle, Universität der Bundeswehr, Hamburg 

  
Parallel Workshops Causality in Quantitative and Qualitative Methods 
  

Panel discussion 
 

The academic perspective on good academic work  
 
Dr. Hjördis Czesnick, Director of the DFG Head Office “Research 
Ombudsman” 
Dr. Maja Adena, Postdoctoral Researcher and Member of the 
Ethics Commission, WZB 
Dr. Mathis Fräßdorf, Head of the Unit “Research Information”, 
WZB  
Dr. Hanna Gertz, Leibniz Association, Unit for Leibniz 
Competitions (TBC)   
Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn, Director of the Unit “Global 
Governance”, WZB (TBC) 
 
Moderation: PD Dr. Martin Krzywdzinski, WZB  

 
Lunch talks 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday Afternoon  

Building a reputation in academia (working title) 
Dr. Martina Franzen, WZB 
Funding opportunities for young scholars  
Dr. Martin Mann, Head of Research Funding Office, WZB  
 
 
FREE- Cultural Activities will be offered 

   



  
31.05.2018 The Conditions of Good Academic Work 
  
Keynote Speech Research funding in Germany in an international 

comparative perspective (working title) 
 
Prof. Dr. Hans Vossensteyn, Director of the Center for Higher 
Education Policy Studies, University of Twente 

  
Parallel Workshops Working conditions in German academia 

 
Contractual and legal issues  

 Instructor: Dana Dülcke, GEW 
 
Equal opportunities and diversity  

 Instructor: Dr. Christine von Bloh, (PIK) Speaker of the 
equal opportunities working group of the Leibniz 
Association (TBC) 

  
Panel discussion The political perspective on good academic work  

 
Dr. Christine von Bloh, PIK (TBC) 
Dana Dülcke, GEW 
Dr. Jan-Christoph Rogge, WZB (TBC) 
Prof. Dr.  Hans Vossensteyn, CHEPS 
 
Moderation: Dr. Thorsten Thiel/Weizenbaum-Institute 

  
01.06.2018 The Impact of Good Academic Work (Departure by 15:00) 
  
Keynote Speech 
 

 “Normative and empirical reflections on the societal impact 
of academic work” (working title) 
 
Prof. Dr. Hella Unger, LMU Munich 

  
Parallel Workshops Developing skills for making your academic work count  

 
Promoting research in public press/media  

 Instructor: Rena Lehmann, Journalist (TBC) 
 

Offering scientific policy advice 
 Instructor: Christian Kobsda, Political consultant 

Leibniz-Gemeinschaft (TBC) 
  
Panel discussion  
 

The societal perspective on good academic work 
 
Christian Kobsda, Leibniz Association (TBC) 
Michael Reschke, Brandenburg Alliance for Good Work (TBC) 
Rena Lehmann, Journalist (TBC) 
Prof. Dr. Hella von Unger, LMU Munich (TBC) 
 
Moderation: Fred Felix Zaumseil, WZB  

 


