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Lecture 
How do courts come to decisions in hybrid legal 
contexts? How do traditional authorities resolve 
conflicts? Which rules and procedures are 
applied to manage normative conflicts? And to 
which extent does legitimate and effective 
conflict resolution always rely on valid state 
law? These issues touch upon core problems 
deriving from plural justice systems that rule 
of law projects face all over the world.  They will 
be discussed with traditional authorities, judges 
and other legal experts from Ethiopia, Pakistan, 
South Africa and South Sudan on a conference 
held at the WZB on 17-19 May 2011. By 
assessing the account of legitimate non-state 
arbitration institutions to legal ordering, the 
conference aims at a better understanding of 
pluralist legal and judicial systems and the 
specific role and function of the judges and 
arbitrators in resolving social conflicts. 
 
The public lecture at the opening session of the 
conference will approach the problem of plural 
justice systems and their approval by state law 
from a theoretical perspective. 
 

Please register by May 12, 2011 with: 
Hilde Ottschofski: ottschofski@wzb.eu 
Fax +49 30 25491 542 
 
Reichpietschufer 50 
10785 Berlin-Tiergarten 
Conference Room A 300 
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Ground 
 
 

Brian Z. Tamanaha 
 
Professor Tamanaha teaches law at Washington 
University School of Law in St. Louis, Missouri, 
since January 2010. Before this tenure, he served at 
St. John’s University School of Law (1995-2010). He 
is the author of several books in the field of  
constitutional law and general jurisprudence 
including: Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The 
Role of Politics in Judging (2010), Law as a Means to 
an End: Threat to the Rule of Law (2006), On the 
Rule of Law: History, Politics, Theory (2004), and 
Understanding Law in Micronesia: An Interpretive 
Approach to Transplanted Law (1993). 
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